April 16: First V2 up from White Sands

Werner von Braun on Operation Paperclip: ”The test facilities [at White Sands] became more elaborate as the program picked up speed. The first static firing test of a V-2 power plant in the United States took place on 14 March 1946, and soon afterward a series of test flights began. The first American-adapted V-2 was flown from the White Sands Proving Ground, New Mexico, on April 16 1946, after its static test on March 14. Other flights of missiles equipped with instruments to test the upper atmosphere and ionosphere followed quickly.” (Wernher von Braun & Frederick I. Ordway III: ”History of rocketry & space travel”, 1975, page 123). 


